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which I received in yesterday's conversation.    I could not recollect ''   7-        a motto for your Goat, but have given her one.    You, Sir, may per--    "         .     haps have an epick poem from some happier pen than, Sir,
' Your most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' ;    - -                  ' Johnson's-court, Fleet-street,
;-   .--    '_                          Feb. 27, 1772.'
r         ~;                                               'To DR. JOHNSON.
:'-'             'Mv DEAR SIR,
"                  ' It is hard that I cannot prevail on you to write to me oft-
ener. But I am convinced that it is in vain to expect from you a private correspondence with any regularity. I must, therefore, look upon you as a fountain of wisdom, from whence few rills are
,                                   communicated to a distance, and which must be approached at its
i           •                       source, to partake fully of its virtues.
#*#**#*#
' I am. coming to London, soon, and am to appear in an appeal from the Court of Session in the House of Lords. A schoolmaster in Scotland was, by a court of inferiour jurisdiction, deprived of his office, for being somewhat severe in the chastisement of his scholars1. The Court of Session, considering it to be dangerous to the interest of learning and education, to lessen the dignity of teachers, and make them afraid of too indulgent parents, instigated by the complaints of their children, restored him. His enemies have appealed to the House of Lords, though the salary is only twenty pounds a year. I was Counsel for him here. I hope there will be little fear of a reversal; but I must beg to have your aid I                                    in my plan of supporting the decree. It is a general question, and
,                                    not a point of particular law,
'                                          ********
1                                                                                                     ' I am, &c.,
'JAMES EOSWELL.'
'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 'DEAR SIR,
' That you are coming so soon to town I am very glad •, and still more glad that you are coming as  an advocate.    I think
1 Cockburn (Life of Jeffrey, i. 4) says that the High School of Edin-
,                                    burgh, in 1781, 'was cursed by two under masters, whose atrocities
young men cannot be made to believe, but old men cannot forget, i                                    and the criminal law would not now endure.'
,                                                                                                                   nothingimself that it was the will of God concerning him?' Southey's Wesley, i. 405.
